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Anti-Pragmatism. By Albert Schinz. Boston, Small, Maynard & Co., 

1909. — pp. xx, 317. 

The militant spirit in which Professor Schinz approaches the subject of 
pragmatism is indicated not only by the title of his book, but also by the fact 
that the original French edition is followed by an English rendering within a 
year. Professor Schinz has at his command a vigorous English, which, how- 
ever, bears unmistakable marks of foreign influence. Pragmatism, as the 
author understands it — at least Anglo-Saxon pragmatism — is a philosophy 
which holds that a theory or law is true "when it gives results that are desirable 
from a moral point of view," when it is socially useful or expedient (p. 41). 
As Professor Schinz sees the matter, the results or consequences of which the 
pragmatist speaks are external to the thinking which they are supposed to 
validate; and his purpose is to show that this doctrine is both pernicious and 
inconsistent, "fain to draw us far from the forthright way" (p. xvi). 

Since the book was reviewed when it first appeared in French, extended 
comments are now unnecessary. In one respect the unbiased reader is able 
to accord a hearty approval to the labors of Professor Schinz. After so much 
loose language, during recent years, concerning 'consequences' and 'the prac- 
tical,' a retribution is demanded by our sense of the fitness of things. Those 
pragmatists who have sinned so flagrantly in this respect merely get what 
they deserve. Regarded as a contributioil to the discussion of pragmatism, 
however, the book is less edifying. Professor Schinz criticizes some of the 
pragmatists for their careless use of technical terms, and he even seems to 
imply that the slipperiness of these terms is, on occasion, due to premeditated 
wickedness. While he himself has patently escaped this moral obliquity, his 
use of terms like 'intellect,' 'reason,' and 'subjective' practically precludes an 
intelligent discussion of issues. He does not see that the meaning of these 
terms constitutes the gist of the whole business. The important thing about 
pragmatism is that it claims to offer an analysis of what is meant by those 
terms which Professor Schinz employs so freely, and thus to arrive at a dis- 
tinctive theory concerning these matters. The import and tenability of this 
theory must be judged by an examination of the analysis; not by the easy 
expedient of fastening upon unguarded or misguided utterances, particularly 
since the interpretation thus reached is explicitly rejected by the persons 
directly concerned. Attacks of this kind lead merely to irrelevant skirmishing 
and result in nothing but a deplorable loss of ammunition. 

B. H. Bode. 
The University of Illinois. 

Etude sur I'espace et le temps. Par Georges Lechalas. Deuxieme edition, 
revue et augmentee. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1910. — pp. 327. 
The first edition of this book was published in 1895 and was noticed in this 
Review, Vol. V, pp. 440 ff. So much has been added to the present edition 
that it constitutes almost a new work. It could hardly be otherwise in a 
subject which has received so much attention during the last fifteen years. 



